GLADSTONE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES OF ADJOURNED MEETING —F ebruary 26, 2013

ROLL CALL ' ' '
The following city officials answered the roll call: Mayor Wade Byers and Councilors Hal Busch, Ray
Jaren, Kari Martinez, Thomas Mersereau, Lendon Nelson, and Neil Reisner.

ABSENT: None

STAFF i
Pete Boyce, City Administrator; Heather Martin, City Attorney; Jolene Morishita, Assistant City
Administrator; and Scott Tabor, Public Works Director.

Mayor Byers led the flag salute.
BUSINESS FROM THE AUDIENCE -- None

REGULAR AGENDA
1. Authorization to Iire Irene Green as Interim Library Director. City Administrator Boyce
introduced Irene Green, applicant for the Interim Library Director. She meets all the
qualifications and staff is asking for approval to hire. When Council decides to hire a
permanent Library Director staff will do a separate recruitment and Ms. Green will be invited

to apply.

Councilor Martinez moved and Councilor Nelson seconded a motion to affirm the decision to hire Ms.
Irene Green as the Interim Library Director.
Motion carried unanimously.

2. Discussion Regarding the Union Pacific Bridge Located at the Find of Portland Avenue —
Possible Application for METRO Regional Flexible Funding Grant. City Administrator Boyce
reported Tammy Stempel addressed City Council at the last meeting and discussed the Union
Pacific Bridge at the end of Portland Avenue and the possibilities of partnering with others to
convert this to a pedestrian bridge and link it to the trolley trail. Ms. Stempel has contacted
numerous people and a meeting was held at City Hall which included himself, METRO,
ODOT, Union Pacific, along with Gladstone’s Councilor Mersereau, Kevin J ohnson, Kirk and
Tammy Stempel. At the meeting they were made aware of grant funds (Regional Flexible
Funding Grant) that are available that would help the City look into the feasibility of the

_project. METRO has offered to provide a staff person to help write the grant which is due
March 15, 2013 and could oversee the grant if it is awarded.

Tammy Stempel, 6960 Winfield Court submitted rough minutes and comments from the
meeting last week along with an overview map of the site and how this piece could connect to
existing trails, and a fact sheet. Since the meeting she has had many conversations with
METROQO Councilor Carlotta Colette, Mary Ann Cason, METRO; representatives from ODOT,
Clackamas County, Mayor Neely, Oregon City who is onboard and has informed his staff this
is a yes project. She received an email from the public works director from Oregon City and
their lead engineer to put them on the committee to discuss moving this project forward.




Ms. Stempel has contacted HDR a company that developed a similar project in Salem where
UPRR donated a bridge for a dollar to the City of Salem and with grant funding and funding
from other groups, pitched in to turn it into a pedestrian and bike bridge. That bridge has
received national awards. She is asking Council for approval to move forward with a
feasibility study to look at the possibility. This funding requires a matching grant where they
would have to come up with 10%. However, Carlotta Colette works with a foundation that
loves bridge projects. She has talked with them and she is confident they will cover the match.
Others interested in participating are ODOT, Clackamas County, and the Tourism Board. Help
1s being offered of a staff member that is one of their leads for their Regional Trails Plan to
write the grant. The people who are making the decision on who gets the grants are on the list
of interested parties. The fact that Gladstone has never asked for this type of grant before puts
them on the top of the list.

Discussion:

Councilor Nelson thinks this is a good idea. The trolley trails comes all the way from OMSI to
Gladstone now and this would be nice. He talked earlier to the Oregon City Mayor about
taking this all the way to Qregon City and now METRO is looking at making the old paper
plant into a tourist area with shops. It would say a lot about the two cities {(Gladstone and
Oregon City) and will tie them together. He feels it is important to have something like this. If
it works it says a lot about our community and how Gladstone’s city government works.

Councilor Nelson moved and Councilor Jaren seconded a motion to authorize preparing the grant
application with the assistance of METRO.

Scott Tabor, 234 West Fajrfield Street stated as a citizen of Gladstone he is in opposition to the
City of Gladstone considering purchasing or having anything to do with the Trolley Bridge at
the end of Portland Avenue. The City has more important infrastructure needs than a foot-path
across the Clackamas River. The City would be doing the citizens of this community a
disservice by throwing away hundreds of thousands of dollars on a bridge that needs to be

~ removed for being a hazard. The City as a governing body of this community must focus on ifs
own aging and deferiorating infrastructure. The sanitary sewer system, water system, streets
are the life-sustaining infrastructures that need attention for the whole community not just for a
few pedestrians.

Councilor Busch stated he is in favor of this project if it doesn’t cost the City any money. He
is involved with the Rinearson Dam and Creek. They have been studying how to remove the
pond and restore the area back to its natural state for quite some time. Jle has been involved.
Rinearson Coalition spending hundreds of hours removing invasive species and planting native
plants. Now they have an opportunity, without any cost to the City of getting funding that will
pay for the restoration and maintenance for the property in perpetuity.. He is in favor of this
project because it benefits Gladstone greatly and doesn’t cost any money. These are the kinds
of things the City needs to be looking at. He agrees the City has its own set of issues in its own
infrastructure that needs to be dealt with. He encourages the Council to support proceeding
further on this as long as they can be assured the City is not going to spend any money on it.
The grant will not cost anything.



Ms. Stempel noted that one of the things talked about was forming a partnershlp to develop this
bridge project and take care of the maintenance in the future. There will be a group of agencies

 interested and willing to help; it would not be Gladstone’s sole responsibility. It fits a lot of
needs. ODOT was talking about having to build a pedestrian and bicycle bridge on the west
end of the 99 Bridge because it is a very unsafe area for pedestrians and bicyclist. So for
them to not have to build that bridge, this solves that for them. So there are funds and support
available to help maintain this project going forward.

Councilor Martinez asked if this project would cost the City down the road. Ms. Stempel stated
she will not know about that until the feasibility study is done. The study will determine what
maintenance will be required. On the Salem project the UPRR paid for all of the maintenance
for the first five vears.

Mayor Byers reported the grant will answer questions about requirements. At that time people
who are interested in participating will come forward and say what they are willing to help
with. The Council will have to adopt whatever next step that is to be taken.

Motion carried unanimously.

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL -- None

Adjourn
Mayor Byers adjourned the February 26, 2013 adjourned Councﬂ meeting at 7:20 p.m.

Approved by the Mayor this 7 day of ﬁw ,2013.
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