
March 2024 City Council Meeting 
Agenda Item No. 11

Home Occupation Code Updates
GMC Chapter 17.78



Proposal:

• City staff propose updates to  Gladstone Municipal 
Code Chapter 17.78- Home Occupations.

• The proposed update overhauls the current 
language and creates new standards for home 
occupation permits approved after adoption of 
these updates.

• Current approved home occupations would 
continue to be approved under the former 
standards.
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Background:

The city’s current home occupation standards have been difficult for staff to apply 
and administer and difficult for applicants and neighbors to understand. The 
proposed updates simplify the process and clarify the applicable regulations.
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Project Resources:

Staff from five city departments reviewed home occupation criteria from other cities 
as well as pertinent publications and collaborated to draft the proposed updates.

• Administration
• Code Enforcement/Police
• Public Works
• Economic Development
• Planning



Proposed Updates Include:

• Simplification: One type of Home Occupation Permit instead of two 

• Clarification: Make it easier for home-based businesses to understand and 
comply with the rules and for staff to administer the standards

• Restrictions: Who can participate in the home-based business

• Exemptions: Cleary list what uses do not need a Home Occupation Permit
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Proposed Language:

• Includes Planning Commission revisions to the language proposed by staff

• Based on a public hearing over two meetings (December ‘23 and February ’24)

• Delayed due to weather cancelation of January meeting
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City Attorney Review:

• Provided to the City Council last week

• Clarified the language and process for Home Occupation Permits

• Provided to the Planning Commission

• No substantive changes



The proposed text amendment is consistent with:

• Oregon Statewide Planning Goals

• Gladstone Municipal Code

• Metro’s Functional Plan

• The Transportation Planning Rule

The findings were submitted to DLCD in preparation of the public hearing process.
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RECOMMENDATION

Gladstone Staff and the Planning Commission recommend approval of 
Ordinance 1528 and updates to GMC Chapter 17.78-Home Occupations

Sample Motion:

I move to approve Ordinance 1528 adopting a text amendment to GMC 
Chapter 17.78- Home Occupations, file TXT-23-03.
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