Last month, | presented to the planning commission regarding installing a metal RV
cover at my home. | presume you have all had a chance to review that video or the
notes in tonight’s packet. The issue is that | live on a dead-end street and cannot
meet the side street set back. Although at the planning commission, they
recommended taking the 20 foot requirement and reducing to a 5 foot setback. |
explained to them that may help some, but does not help in my case as the way
our home is positioned on our lot, there is only 13 foot between our home and the
side street so there is no way to give them 5 feet there and is the only location on
our lot that it can be placed. | explained we gave up 400 square foot of back yard
for this project, laid 25 yards of gravel and that it was not bothering anyone when
it was a 6 foot fence standing in the exact location | wanted to put up the cover. As
where we could have put it up in the back yard, we were going for something folks
would want to look at.

They recommended that | apply for a variance. | looked into this process. Because
Gladstone doesn’t have a city planner, they have the position outsourced to the
county. This is only important because | am subject to the county variance fee. It is
unfortunately 900.00 and you pay up front with no guarantees and no refund if you
are denied. In other words, there is no free review like you had hoped, Councilor
Tracy. As where | would prefer to go through this process so everything is as it
should be, | do not have this kind of disposable income. Did Gladstone ever have a
planner at the City level and if so, what was the fee for a variance process? | guess
you could say, | am struggling with paying the high cost county fee for what would
be considered a normal city function.

| spoke to many different people at the county and was even referred to our public
works department as it is a city limits road. | also learned that the original property
owner, Ardalee Dickerson who by the way still resides on Dickerson Lane,
surrendered the property to the City in order for Dickerson Lane to even come
about. The County told me to this day, it is still a non-maintained local access road.
They actually said, | would be better off saving my $900.00 toward repair and
maintenance of the road because someday when it needs paving or maintenance,
it will be up to the residents to take care of it. They also recommended applying for
a street vacation, which also sounds expensive. In the planning commission
meeting, it was evident that they were interested in helping but not if the city or
county would incur any expense in the process of helping me. With this said, my



property taxes have more than doubled since we bought our home in 2003 but
even with the repeated annual increases, they are always paid and always paid
early. | just don’t see where asking for one small thing in all of these years is that
big of a financial setback even if it does require a little taxpayer give back.

So, | am here to ask for some ideas regarding our situation. Clearly, not all
situations on all roads are the same as | have illustrated. This reminds me of a street
that is in an unincorporated area, however it isn’t. The City and County bear no
expense for anything associated with Dickerson Lane so why should | have to come
up with so much for just the right to apply? One thought that | had and mentioned
to councilor Milch last month and received favorable response was this. In the
scenarios where a resident meets and exceeds the front set back by 2-3 times more
than what is required and if the home is on a dead-end road like ours, maybe the
side street set back can be reduced to zero. Councilor Milch thought maybe we
could come up with a “sum of” type arrangement and recommended we continue
to talk about it. Again, Dickerson Lane is only accessed by 4 homes behind me.
There are a total of 6 homes but one resident does not drive and one large home
is all bus riders.

| have been presenting on this topic for a couple of months now. | was able to
collect signatures on a petition that would allow consideration of Gladstone’s
current language regarding temporary structures to stay. Mayor Stempel said she
would consider a petition if it had a minimum of 150 signatures which we were able
to collect. In my journeys around Gladstone and speaking to folks, | heard many
real-life situations from folks with concerns.

One elderly woman is on social security only and cannot afford to build a garage
yet her truck leaks. She parks her truck under a canopy in order to keep the water
from getting inside. Another gentlemen who lives in an older home in Gladstone
and lets face it there are many without garages, parks his vehicle under one of these
canopies .

| think the biggest concern | heard from folks was that they couldn’t see how a new
law should be something that would affect them if their structure had been there
for years. There were many who had gone to great expense to put up even the
metal ones and were blown away that they may be told they have to take it down



if it was put up in a location where they were not meeting the setbacks. | explained
sadly, it is true that it had already been proposed that grandfathering would not be
allowed however the residents of Gladstone feel that grandfathering should
absolutely be allowed if this is passed. There was also one other common
denominator and that was that they wanted to be part of this decision process.
Some of the folks | talked to were even house bound but didn’t see how not being
able to make it to meetings should affect the way this was decided for them.
Questions were raised like, “ is this going to be on the ballot for us to vote on?”

| have touched on different things here tonight but to summarize, what can
Gladstone do to help residents in these unique situations like mine which are going
to more be the exception to the rule, rather than the norm, and lastly what can
Gladstone do to aid in allowing grandfathering of temporary structures if passed?
| had the opportunity to talk with several councilors on this topic and | kept hearing
that you don’t feel we are ready to vote on this. Although, there have also been
many comments made about how you are growing weary of how long you have
been talking about it as well. | guess | would just like to ask that we take more time
if that is what is needed to be sure all the citizens that should be involved in this
decision are being reached and not just the few in this room.

Thanks again for your time and consideration in this important topic.
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