
 

 
PARK & RECREATION BOARD AGENDA 

Monday, September 9, 2019 
6:30 P.M. - City Hall Council Chambers 

 
 

1. Self-Introductions/Roll Call. Current members of the Park and Recreation Board are: 
Benjamin Misley (Chair), Kelsey Proctor (Vice-Chair), Mindy Garlington, John 
Eichsteadt, Bruce Hildreth, William Preble, and Stephen Dorner, City Council liaison 
is Mayor Tammy Stempel. Planning Commission liaison is Les Poole. 

 
2. Approval of August 12, 2019 Minutes. 

 
3. Gladstone Garden Association discussion, Brent Matthews-President 
 Agreement attached           

      
4. ADA Fishing Area Grant Proposal, Cathi.  

 
5.  Business from the audience. 

 
6. Business from staff. 
 Parks maintenance updates. 

 
7. Business from Board. 

 
8. Next Scheduled Meeting is October 14, 2019.  
     
9. Adjourn. 

 



GLADSTONE PARK & RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 12, 2019 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM. 
 
PRESENT:                                                                                                                                                                             
Chair Ben Misley, Mindy Garlington, John Eichsteadt, Bruce Hildreth, Bill Preble, Kelsey Proctor   
 
ABSENT:                                                                                                                                                                                    
Stephen Dorner     
                             
STAFF:                                                                                                                                                                            
Jim Whynot, Public Works Director; Tammy Stempel, Mayor/Liaison  
 
  

1. Self-Introductions/Roll Call 
 

2. Approval of July 8, 2019 Minutes:                                                                                                         
Mindy Garlington made a motion to approve the minutes.  Motion was seconded by John Eichsteadt.  
Motion passed unanimously.                                                        
                                                                       

3. Memorial Donation request for Max Patterson Park:                                                                                                       
Jessica Betnar said her family planted the flowers near the sign and they would like to add a small metal 
sign in concrete that indicates that the flowers were planted/cared for in memory of her brother Chris.  
Mr. Whynot said that they have met with them previously and do not have a problem with it.                                                
Mindy Garlington made a motion to approve the plaque for Christopher Lausche to be placed in Max 
Patterson Park with the understanding that the family will maintain it.  Motion was seconded by John 
Eichsteadt.  Motion passed unanimously.    
 

4. Meldrum Fire Training Site:                                                                                                                             
Fire Chief Rick Huffman thanked the Board for their support and allowing them to use the space for 
training purposes.  He said there are volumes of standards they have to meet and some of the training 
can’t be done at the fire station.  He doesn’t feel comfortable using the site for large fires because of the 
run-off/environmental issues.  They added some large concrete pieces last month – they will be used for 
firefighter survival training and confined space rescue training.  They recently moved a storage container 
there that will also be used for training.  He noted that any of the equipment can be moved if necessary.  
Using the equipment here allows the firefighters to stay in town during training.  They would like to 
install a fence around the area with two gates for access.  They are going to paint the containers to make 
them look nice.  There was discussion regarding the signage to put on the fencing and the type of fencing.  
They are hoping to have all of this completed by the end of the month.                                                                
John Eichsteadt made a motion to approve the installation of the fence and site improvements.  Motion 
was seconded by Kelsey Proctor.  Motion passed unanimously.            
 
 

5. RC Car Track Discussion:                                                                                                                                    
Rick Gustafson said they have met with Steve from Public Works and discussed erosion issues.  They 
would like to put on some events and possibly put in a rock crawler course.  Gladstone has one of the few 
RC tracks in Oregon/Washington.  They are sponsored by Hobby Town.  There was discussion regarding 
mitigating erosion, diverting water, possible revenue opportunities, what crawler tracks might look like, 
the history of the track, advertising, a wheelchair ramp, liability concerns, “no unauthorized digging” 
signs, history of the track, location of the track, etc.  It was suggested that they establish a formal group 
that the City can have an agreement with, a point of contact, and establish some ground rules.               



 
                                                                                                                                  

6. Business from the Audience:                                                                                                                                  
Nancy Eichsteadt, representing Friends of Gladstone Nature Park, said that one of their members 
suggested using some of the lumber from some of the trees that had to be cut down to make 
improvements in the park.  There has been a downed tree already identified and a person has volunteered 
to transport it.  Mr. Whynot will notify Steve.                                                        John Eichsteadt made a 
motion that FOGNP be given permission to harvest at least one tree, possibly two, as long as the park is 
not torn up and the trees are already down.  Motion was seconded by Bruce Hildreth.  Motion passed 
unanimously.                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                     

7. Business from Staff:                                                                                                                                                  
Mr. Whynot went over the monthly reports that are part of the City Council packets that show the bulk of 
the work they are doing.  They are partnering with West Linn and Oregon City to do some smoke testing 
for INI.  They are working on cleaning out sewer lines – the truck has already paid for itself many times 
over. He spoke with Metro regarding their bond renewal – they are doing a $475 million bond renewal 
and they will be able to use $40 million of that for regional trails.  Gladstone wants to get on their list to 
fund the bike/walking path on the Trolley Trail between the Senior Center and Ames Park and under 99E 
near Dahl Beach.  There will be a money/in-kind match required.                                                                                            
The 82nd Avenue bridge will be closed starting today through February.           
 
 

8. Business from the Board:                                                                          
Parks SDC Eligible Projects Summary:                                                                                                              
Chair Misley said there were approximately 25 projects that were eligible.  He went over the top 11.  
There is currently $103,000 in the budget.  There was discussion regarding various projects.   
 
Meldrum Garden representative to come to Parks Board meeting:                                              
Mindy Garlington said the person who is doing the grant writing for the ADA accessible picnic area is 
going to be giving a presentation at the next meeting.  There was discussion regarding their agreement 
with the City, where the fees are going, insurance policy, accountability, etc.  Mr. Whynot said they are 
planning on getting a representative to come to a future meeting and answer all those questions.     
 
Discussion on forming a dedicated Parks Department:                                                                     
Mindy Garlington said she would like to protect the integrity of our parks.  She sometimes feels that they 
are not moving forward with things that will actually bring people to us, with the exception of pickle ball.  
She doesn’t want to see Gladstone hand over the parks to Clackamas County in any way – she feels they 
are the best asset that Gladstone has.      
 
Implementing a Parking Fee at Meldrum Bar Park:                                                                          
Mindy Garlington asked if everyone received the email from Ms. Betz.  It says that the City retained 
assistance from Econ Northwest to understand what the potential costs and revenues associated with the 
actions might be.  They will prepare the fee analysis, which will provide accurate information so the 
decision to implement the fee is warranted and properly vetted.  The costs are not coming out of the Parks 
budget.   
 
Bruce Hildreth thanked Mr. Whynot for his department’s help in making a non-profit’s (SHOC 
Foundation) walk and fun run a success. He said that Ms. Betz had said that someone from North 
Clackamas Parks and Recreation Department wanted to give a presentation to the Parks Board.  He said 
he is open to hearing how Gladstone could improve our own Parks Division but he is not interested in 



having NCPRD impose their rule on our parks.  Mr. Whynot said they could share information regarding 
how they implemented park fees.   
 
Chair Misley said he has been emailing with Linda from Gladstone High School who helps organize the 
Give It Back Gladstone Day that they do in the fall.  It may be an opportunity for student volunteers to 
help with different projects.  Mindy Garlington said they had volunteers last year who worked on putting 
in trails in Gladstone Nature Park.   
 
Kelsey Proctor wanted to commend Bill Preble for the success of the pickle ball tournament during the 
Gladstone Community Festival.  She feels it drew in a lot of people. She vacationed in Utah this month 
and went to the All-Together Playground in Orem, Utah.  It is an amazing, inclusive playground that cost 
$1.2 million.  They had 4,100 volunteers, along with a construction company, who built the park in six 
days.  There is a piece of equipment called the Ability Whirl that is similar to a merry-go-round but it 
contains two seats.  She asked if she could pursue additional information/costs – the Board agreed.   
 
Bill Preble said they had over 80 players for the tournament during the Community Festival.  There were 
approximately 150-200 people watching the tournament.  He thanked the Parks Department, the Parks 
Board, and City Council for their support.   
                                                          
 

9. Meeting Adjourned:                                                                                                                                                                  
Meeting adjourned at 8:41 P.M. 
 
Next scheduled meeting is September 9th, 2019         




















